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Empty? 

I went into a nonprofit store the other day, honestly to kill time while my 
wife was in a fabric store.  I found myself looking through used music CD’s.  I 

found one that peaked my interest. I read all the song titles on the back of the CD 
case for anything familiar.  I looked up the CD on my phone to see reviews on it.  
I decided to buy the CD because it was only $1.91 and after all it would support a 

good cause. 

I left the store with my purchase and drove away.  Sometime later, miles 

away from the store, I decided to listen to the CD.  It was then I discovered that 
there wasn’t a CD in the case!  I had examined closely the exterior of the case  in 
the store.  It just never occurred to me to look inside the CD case to see what 

condition the CD was in much less to see if there was a CD in it at all.  I felt  fool-
ish.  It wasn’t worth the drive back to the store, so I tried to take some  comfort 

in that I hadn’t paid much for it and resolved to view the purchase as a donation 

to the ministry. 

 Sometimes we become so focused on the outward that we fail to pay any 

attention to the inward.  Ironically, sometimes we do so at the church.  Ironic in 
that, by definition, the major emphasis and purpose of the church is about ad-

dressing the inward, what is in the human heart and spirit.  Yet how often do we 
find churches focused on the outward things of life, like what things look like; the 
building, the sign, the website, etc.  These all have their places and level of signifi-

cance but not at the expense of what we are about; the development of disciples 

– the inward self: inclined, committed, and given to Christ. 

Wesley wrote in his journal in August 1768 that “holiness…was love; the 
love of God and our neighbor; the image of God stamped on the heart; the life of 
God in the soul of man; the mind that was in Christ, enabling us to walk as Christ 

also walked.”  It was an inward reorientation that effected the outward. 

So, I wonder, how are we working to help people really be reoriented in this 

day and time in and through the church?  What are we doing to lead people to 
genuinely love God and neighbor?  Are we providing any means to lead people to 
have the imprint of Christ on their heart, mind and spirit?  In short, are we mak-

ing disciples or are folks being offered an attractive exterior that is empty? 

 

 



Bishop Announces Appointment of Terrell  

to Conference Cabinet 
Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson has announced the appoint-

ment of one new District Superintendent to the Conference 

Cabinet effective June 2019.  

 

Rev. Dr. Jessica Terrell, currently pastor of Eatonton First 

UMC in the Augusta District, will be appointed to serve as 

superintendent of the Rome-Carrollton District. She suc-

ceeds Rev. Dr. David Naglee who will retire in June.  

 

"Jessica is down-to-earth and relational. She has a keen 

strategic mind and has led churches well, sometimes under 

very difficult circumstances," said Bishop Sue. "Jessica  

understands and appreciates small rural churches, which 

will serve her well in the Rome-Carrollton District. We look 

forward to welcoming her to our team!" 

 

A native of LaGrange, Terrell grew up on her family's farm. She holds degrees from LaGrange 

College, Duke Divinity School, and received her doctorate from Emory University. 

 

Before serving at Eatonton First, Dr. Terrell held appointments at Bethesda UMC in Lawrence-

ville, Glenn Memorial UMC in Atlanta, and Covington First UMC.  

 

"One of the beautiful things about our appointive system is that when we, as pastors, live into 

our vows to go where sent, we find ourselves in some of the most unexpected, yet amazing 

places," said Dr. Terrell. "I have loved and learned much in every church I served so far. I am 

especially grateful for the overwhelming support and encouragement of Eatonton First. They 

are an incredible faith community. And I am humbled and excited to work with and learn 

alongside the cabinet, Bishop Sue, and the pastors and churches of the Rome-Carrollton   

District." 

 

One of the amazing places ministry has taken Terrell was a pulpit exchange in 2011 with the 

East Belfast Methodist Mission in Northern Ireland. During this exchange, she focused on  

ministries of reconciliation, conflict transformation, and the local church as a leading agent in 

community transformation. 

 

Beyond her ministry in the local church, Terrell has served the North Georgia Conference on 

the Imagine No Malaria Campaign Steering Team, as chair of the Atlanta-Emory District  

Committee of Ordained Ministry, and as a member of the Conference Board of Ordained   

Ministry and the Augusta District Committee on Ordained Ministry. She is also a member of 

the North Georgia Conference Board of Trustees and the 2019 Annual Conference Planning 

Committee.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Beef Stew with The District Superintendent) 

a discussion among friends following the Special 

Called Session of General Conference 

WHAT:  

 Dinner and Discussion led by The Rev. Dr. David 

 Naglee, District Superintendent of the Rome  

 Carrollton District  – Followed by the Imposition 

 of Ashes and an Ash Wednesday Observation 

When:  

 Wednesday, March 6, 2019 @ 5:30 PM 

WHERE:   

 The Wilder center @ Rome First 202 East  

 3rd Ave, Rome Ga 30161 

WHO:   

 Everyone is invited to attend. Childcare  

 will be provided. Dinner beginning at 5:30.  

 Reservations are Requested (706)291-8590  

 or churchoffice@romefirst.org  

 

BS with the DS 

mailto:churchoffice@romefirst.org


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t Be This Poor Guy!!!! 

DEADLINE FOR 

End of the Year Reports  

 JANUARY 31, 2019 

The last day to enter your End of Year   
Reports is January 31st.  But please do not 
wait until the last minute.  If you need  
assistance please contact Rev. Al  
Cunningham at al.cunningham@ngumc.net 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR ! ! ! ! 
District Clergy Meeting 

on 

Sunday, March 3rd 

At 

Rockmart First UMC 

3:00 pm 
All appointed Clergy are expected 

to be in attendance 

Save The Date!!!!!!! 

District Training Event 

Sunday, March 24, 2019 

3:00 pm 

Rockmart First UMC 
Be watching your emails for further information 

 



United Methodist Scholarships  

to  

College Bound Students 
The United Methodist Connectional Federal Credit Union Is Offering Scholarships 
To College Bound Students 

4 people between the ages of 17-35 will have the opportunity to win a $1000.00 scholar-
ship within the four conferences.   

Florida UMC Conference   Alabama – West Florida UMC Conference 

North Georgia UMC Conference  South Georgia UMC Conference 

Deadline to apply is April 30, 2019 and each winner will be notified during the month of 
prior to each Annual Conference. The Winner of each Conference will be announced at the 
Conference. 

For Eligibility and to Apply Online click here  UMCFCU2019COLLEGESCHOLARSHIP   

A hard copy of the application can be downloaded or obtained at either the Georgia  or 
Florida branches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The annual Homeless Offering is scheduled for February 24, 2019.  We know that this 
date does not work for every congregation, so you are welcome to collect the offering on 
whatever date is best for you!  

To me, the best thing about the Homeless Offering is the fact that 100% of the offering 
goes back out into our communities, directly supporting the work of ministries across 
the state who are serving our neighbors in need. The more we collect in the Offering, the 
more we have to give to these important ministries. Every single dollar counts!  
 
If you or members of your congregation would like to learn more about the work of the 
council, I would love to come and tell you more about what we do and how you can be 
supportive of the incredible ministry taking place in our conference.  

 
Thank you so much for your support of the Housing and Homeless Council- you 

makes a tremendous difference in the lives of many Georgians!  

https://www.unitedmethodistcu.com/form/


  

Where: 
Douglasville First UMC 

6167 Prestley Mill Rd 

Douglasville, GA 30134 

View map → 

 

When: 
Saturday, February 23, 2019  

at 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM 

Phone 
770-942-3146 

Email 
heather.jallad@ngumc.net 

Contact 

Heather Jallad 

https://maps.google.com/?q=6167%20Prestley%20Mill%20Rd+Douglasville+GA+30134
mailto:heather.jallad@ngumc.net


 

ROCA DISTRICT CALENDAR 
 
 JANUARY 
22-24 SEJ Consultation 
25-27 Cabinet Meeting @ St. Simon’s Island 
29-31 Winter Meeting @ St. Simon’s Island 
 

FEBRUARY 

   7 District Strategic Mission Team @ Rockmart First UMC 6:00 p.m. 
11 District Union Meeting @ Rockmart First 7:00 pm 
13 ROCA Retired Clergy Lunch Place TBA 11:30 am 
14 Carrollton Area Adm. Assistant Lunch @ Olive Garden in Carrollton 
18-20 Cabinet Meeting 
20 Rome Area Administrative Assistant Lunch @ O’Charley’s in Rome 
23-26 General Conference 
24 Housing and Homeless Special Offering 
28-3 Campus Crawl (Higher Education Event) 
 
MARCH 

  3 District Clergy Meeting @ Rockmart First 3:00 pm 
  4 District Finance Meeting @ District Office 6:00 pm 
  4 District Bd. of Laity @ District Office 7:00 pm 
  6 Ash Wednesday 
  6 BS With The D.S.-Beef Stew with the D.S. @ Rome First Wilder Center 5:30 pm 
  7 Cabinet Meeting 
10 Daylight Saving Time Begins  
11 Nominations Committee 7:00 pm @ District Office 
13 ROCA Retired Clergy Luncheon Place TBD 11:30 am 
14-17 National PAUMCS Conference @ Sea 
21 District Committee on Superintendency 6:30 pm @ District Office 
22-23 Leadership UMC 
24 District Training Event at Rockmart First 3:00 pm 
25-28 Cabinet Meeting 
31 UMCOR Special Offering 
 

APRIL 

1-5 ROCA District Mission Trip to South GA 
   2 District Strategic Growth Team @ Cedartown First 10:00 am 
   7 Appointments Announced 
10 ROCA Retired Clergy Luncheon Place TBD 11:30 am 
11 Carrolton Area Adm. Assistant’s Lunch @ Olive Garden, Carrollton, GA  
14 Palm Sunday 
15-20 Holy Week 
17 Rome Area Adm. Assistant Lunch @ O’Charley’s in Rome, GA  
21  Easter Sunday 
22 District Office Closed for Easter 
23 Celebration of Retired Clergy @ Oak Grove UMC 10:00 am  
26-27 Leadership UMC 
 



Below is the updated Grant Proposal Form for any church that might 

need some assistance on a project.  

For more information, contact Mr. Jim Madden @ spwgal@att.net 

Rome-Carrollton District 
 

Church Repair Grant Proposal 

Name of Church: ______________________________________________________________  

Pastor:  ______________________________________________________________________  

Address:  _____________________________________________________________________  

Contact Name:  ______________________________Contact Phone:  ___________________  

Date:  ______________   Prepared By: _____________________________________________ 

 

 

Please type and attach a brief  description of  the grant request and how this will 
contribute to the mission and ministry of  the church. 

Include: 

Repairs/maintenance/upgrade requested 

Timeline for completion 

Funds raised by congregation towards project 

2-3 current contractual bids for repairs 

Photos are recommended  

Amount requested 

 

  Current Year Previous Year 2 Years Ago 

Total Church        

Worship Attendance 
      

Percentage of  Paid       

Percentage of  Paid       


